2025 Meritorious Service Award Recipient - Ray Gabbert

Onya Quarter Horses

It is with heartfelt respect and admiration that | congratulate Ray Gabbert of Onya Quarter
Horses for his outstanding and enduring contribution to the sport of reining in Australia.
For more than a decade, Ray has quietly and consistently invested in the future of reining—
not with fanfare or self-promotion, but through unwavering commitment to breeding,
raising and supporting exceptional horses, and backing the people who ride them. Through
his program at Onya Quarter Horses, Ray has cultivated a line of horses known not only for
their talent and try, but for their temperament and trainability.

The Onya prefix is now a familiar and respected name in reining circles. Horses

like Terminator Whiz, Yulgilbar Ineka Chex, and Doc Peppa Toy have not only held their
own in tough competition but have helped shape the modern Australian reiner—stylish,
solid-minded, and bred to perform. From early standouts like Greenhill Freckles

Major and Rare Step, to newer talent such as Onya Gunnergetya, Onya Whatshersname,
and Onya Gunnergetthecash , Ray’s breeding program has consistently delivered
competitive, reliable horses that reflect the care and consideration behind them.

But Ray’s contribution doesn’t stop with the horses he breeds. He is one of the sport’s most
generous and consistent supporters—never seeking credit, but always stepping up when
needed. His name is synonymous with meaningful sponsorship: from buckles and saddles, to
funding the prestigious Futurity Champion ring, his support has added prestige, polish, and
significance to reining events across the country. Time and again, when asked, Ray simply
says yes. Whether it’s a prize, a program, or a person who needs backing—he’s there. His
belief in the sport and its future is unwavering.

Over the years, Ray has backed a number of respected professionals, including lan Francis,
Warren Backhouse, the Wicks family, and most recently Ash Morden. His long and
successful partnership with Warren, and now Ash, is a testament to his loyalty, trust, and
belief in the process of developing great horses over time.

Ray’s legacy is rich and far-reaching. It’s found in the bloodlines of his horses, in the careers
he has supported, and in the prizes he has so generously donated. It’s there every time an
Onya horse enters the ring, and every time a champion accepts an award made possible by
his sponsorship. But most of all, it’s in the quiet, consistent way he shows up for the sport—
not for recognition, but because he loves it.

Ray Gabbert represents the best of Australian reining: honest, generous, passionate, and
always ready to lend a hand.

It is both fitting and well-deserved that his extraordinary contribution be recognised
through this nomination.



