
2025 Meritorious Service Award Recipients - Errol & Gita Thomas 
Founders – Australian Reining Breeders Classic (ARBC) 

It is with great admiration that I nominate Errol and Gita Thomas for their 
exceptional and enduring contribution to the sport of reining in Australia. 

As the founders of the Australian Reining Breeders Classic (ARBC), Errol 
and Gita built what became one of the most respected and influential 
events on the national calendar. Although the ARBC has now been wound 
up, its legacy continues to shape the direction and standard of reining in 
this country. 

From its inception in 2015, the ARBC was far more than a horse show—it 
was a visionary platform created to promote Australian-bred reining horses 
and provide a meaningful, professional showcase for Derby-aged 
competitors. Through their leadership, the ARBC quickly gained national 
acclaim as a benchmark for excellence. It delivered not only substantial 
prize money and sponsorship opportunities, but also elevated 
expectations around event delivery, promotion, and recognition of talent. 

The ARBC helped forge stronger pathways for riders and breeders, with 
classes designed to include Open and Non Pro competitors alike. Their 
stallion incentive program provided an important boost to the Australian 
breeding landscape, supporting both established and emerging sires with a 
platform for exposure and reward. 

What truly sets Errol and Gita apart, however, is that even after winding up 
the ARBC, their passion for reining remains as strong as ever. They 
continue to support the sport wholeheartedly—whether through 
mentoring, sponsorship, or simply showing up ringside to encourage 
competitors and celebrate great horses. Their belief in the future of reining 
in Australia is unwavering, and their quiet advocacy for the industry 
continues behind the scenes in countless ways. 

Their legacy is not just an event—it’s the standard they helped set, the 
careers they’ve supported, and the community they’ve helped foster. Errol 
and Gita Thomas embody the spirit of Australian reining: hardworking, 
generous, visionary, and dedicated to lifting others along the way. 

It is both timely and well-deserved that their contribution be formally 
recognised through this nomination. 



 


