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WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome to the 2023 Reining Australia National Show and Gold Buckle Futurity.

We wish all competitors and visitors a successful show and safe travels to and from the event. We are excited to 
announce the welcoming back to Australia of Brian Dygert from the US who will be officiating alongside our own 
Steve Withers and our fantastic scribes. With world class prize purse, venue and judging, I feel the RA board and 
organisers have presented a fantastic platform for our Australian reining community to showcase our sport. 

A huge thank you to our sponsors who allow these opportunities for us at this calibre of competition.  
Have a fantastic week!

Regards,
Chris Gould
RA President

Dygert was a licensed official 
under the National Reining Horse 
Association from 1985 until retiring 
his license in 2020, having officiated 
on every level including FEI and on 
every continent that reining is active. 
He was a lead reining instructor for 
training and teaching officials and 
worked alongside a select team that 
advanced officiating internationally 
in the 2000s. A true student of 
officiating and equine competition, 
he continues to amass knowledge, 
develop insight and test probable 
solutions for advancements in the 
reining officiating system.

Steve has been showing reining 
horses since 1992 as a Non Pro 
collecting numerous Championship 
titles. As a past President and Vice 
President of Reining Australia, Steve 
was instrumental in securing the first 
Reining Display at an Olympic Games 
in Sydney 2000 and also added reining 
to the Equitana Masters in Melbourne.
A current RA Life Member and 
Chairman of the RA Judges Executive 
Committee, Steve has been a RA Judge 
since 2015 having judged numerous 
shows all over Australia including the 
Reining Australia Nationals, Equitana 
Reining Masters, ARBC and NZRHA 
Nationals in New Zealand.

Brian Dygert (USA) Steve Withers (AUS)

2023 AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL REINING CHAMPIONSHIPS JUDGES

REINING AUSTRALIA AFFILIATED CLUBS



PAGE 4 2023 Gold Buckle Futurity and RA Australian National Reining Championships



2023 AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL REINING CHAMPIONSHIPS
AELEC Tamworth  19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th June
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES and EVENTS

Monday 19th June Start 8:00 am  

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

1 Any Handed 13 No presentation

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

2 Junior Horse 6 Prizes/Ribbons

3 Senior Horse 6 Prizes/Ribbons

4a Beginner Rider A Prizes/Ribbons

4b Beginner Youth A Prizes/Ribbons

Beginner Rider and Beginner Youth to be run concurrently

5 Para Reining Grade Buckle/Ribbons

6 Champions of Tomorrow A Prizes/Ribbons

Tuesday 20th June Start 8:00 am  

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

10a Rookie L1 8 Buckle/Jackpot

10b Rookie L2 8 Buckle/Jackpot

              Rookie classes to be run concurrently

11a Intermediate Open 11 Buckle/$1000 + 1/2

11b Intermediate Non Pro 11 Buckle/Jackpot

11c Rookie Professional 11 Buckle/Jackpot

Int Open, Int Non Pro & Rookie Pro to be run concurrently

Paid Warm Ups Derby horses only

Thursday 22nd June Start 9:00 am  No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

12a Gold Buckle Futurity
Open L4

10 Buckle/$50,000  + 
Gold ring + Prizes

12b GB Open Futurity L3 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

12c GB Open Futurity L2 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

12d Gold Buckle Futurity
NonPro L4 

10 Buckle/$5000 + 
Prizes

12e GB Non Pro Futurity L3 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

12f GB Non Pro Futurity L2 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

Open and Non Pro Futurity classes to be run concurrently

Saturday 24th June

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

17 Green Rider Shootout 5 Prize

18a Limited Open 3 Buckle/$400 + 1/2

18b Limited Non Pro 3 Buckle/Jackpot

Ltd Open and Ltd Non Pro classes to be run concurrently

19 Freestyle Buckle/Jackpot

Lunch break

Start 8:00 am  

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

XA1 Open 3YO Development 5 Prizes/$750

XA2 NP 3YO Development 5 Prizes/$250

3YO Development classes to be run concurrently

7 Two-Handed Rookie 6 Prizes/Ribbons

8a Novice Horse Open L1 8 Buckle/Jackpot

8b Novice Horse Open L2 8 Buckle/Jackpot

8c Novice Horse Non Pro L1 8 Buckle/Jackpot

8d Novice Horse Non Pro L2 8 Buckle/Jackpot

Novice Horse classes to be run concurrently

Wednesday 21st June Start 8:00 am  
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No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

9a Open 15 Buckle/$4000 + 1/2

9b Non Pro/Michelle Halliwell 
Memorial Non Pro

15 Buckle/$2000 + 1/2 
+ Trophy

9c Prime Time Non Pro 15 Buckle/Jackpot

Open, Non Pro, PT Non Pro classes to be run concurrently

Wednesday 21st June Start 5:00 pm  

Friday 23rd June Start 10:00 am  

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

13a Green Rider L1 13 Buckle/ribbons

13b Green Rider L2 13 Buckle/ribbons

              Green Rider classes to be run concurrently

14 Short Stirrup A Buckle/Ribbons

15a Youth 13 Years & Under 5 Buckle/Ribbons

15b Youth 14 to 18 Years 5 Buckle/Ribbons

Youth classes to be run concurrently

No. CLASS Pattern Trophy/Prize

16a Open Derby L4 10 Buckle/$10,000

16b Open Derby L3 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

16c Open Derby L2 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

16d Non Pro Derby L4 10 Buckle/$3000

16e Non Pro Derby L3 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

16f Non Pro Derby L2 10 Buckle/Jackpot/Full

Open and Non Pro Derby classes to be run concurrently

Paid Warm Ups Open & Non Pro Futurity horses only

Friday 23rd June Start 3:00 pm  

Saturday 24th June Start after lunch break  

Welcome ceremony and Youth display
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Class 1 Any Handed Pattern 13Monday
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Class 2 Junior Horse Pattern 6Tuesday

Class 3 Senior Horse Pattern 6Tuesday

Class 4a Beginner Rider    Class 4b Beginner Youth 
Pattern ATuesday
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Sponsors of the RA President’s BBQ

Class 5        Para Reining 
Para Reining buckle sponsored by Australian Coloured Performance Horses 
Reserve prize sponsored by Reining Australia

GradeTuesday

Class 6 Champions of Tomorrow Leadline 
Pattern ATuesday

Prizes sponsored by Amanda Halliday and Cool Climate Pulse
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Class XA1 Breakoday Open 3YO Development
Class XA2 Quarter Plus Non Pro 3YO Development

Open 3YO Development class sponsored by Breakoday Quarterhorses 
Reserve prize sponsored by Pam Spokes
Non Pro 3YO Development class sponsored by Quarter Plus
Reserve prize sponsored by Steve Withers

Pattern 5Wednesday

Class 7 Two-Handed Rookie
Pattern 6Wednesday
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Buckle for Novice Horse Open Level 1: SQRHA                Reserve champion sponsor: Tan-A-Lou Reining Horses
Buckle for Novice Horse Open Level 2: Kohnke’s Own    Reserve champion sponsor: WA Quarter Horse Assn
Buckle for Novice Horse Non Pro Level 1: Little Rock Ranch Reserve champion sponsors: Joy & Steve Conn 
Buckle for Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2: WARHA  Reserve champion sponsor: The Creek Quarter Horses

Class 8a Novice Horse Open Level 1
Class 8b Novice Horse Open Level 2
Class 8c Novice Horse Non Pro Level 1
Class 8d Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2

Pattern 8Wednesday
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Class 9a Open
Class 9b Michelle Halliwell Memorial Non Pro
Class 9c Prime Time Non Pro
Buckle for Open: Central Steel Build  Reserve champion sponsor: LSAR

Michelle Halliwell Memorial Buckle for Non Pro sponsored by Cameron Halliwell, Avril Storey and Sue Franks
Garland for Michelle Halliwell Memorial Non Pro sponsored by Lynda Gray         Perpetual Trophy
Saddle pad from Black Label Equine   Reserve champion sponsor: Burnt Blades Horse Help

Buckle for Prime Time Non Pro: Karren Whiteaker in memory of Murray Whiteaker
Reserve champion sponsor:TKeenan Constructions

Pattern 15Wednesday
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Class 10a Rookie Level 1    
Class 10b Rookie Level 2

Pattern 8

Buckle for Rookie Level 1: ALPHA  Reserve champion sponsor: J5 Equine Australia
Buckle for Rookie Level 2: Booroondarra Crushed Ice Perpetual Trophy 
Reserve champion sponsor: Stone River Ranch

Thursday
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Buckle for Intermediate Open: Mosaic Chartered Accountants
Reserve champion sponsor: Backhouse Training Stables (Warren and Ashleigh Backhouse) 
Buckle for Intermediate Non Pro: Arrive Wealth Management
Reserve champion sponsor: Wicks Equine 
Buckle for Rookie Professional: Cowboy Up Trail Riding
Reserve champion sponsor: Mick Taylor Reining

Class 11a Intermediate Open
Class 11b Intermediate Non Pro
Class 11c Rookie Professional

Pattern 11Thursday
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Class 13a Thomas Arena Products Green Rider Level 1
Class 13b Thomas Arena Products Green Rider Level 2
Buckle for Green Rider Level 1 sponsored by Thomas Arena Products 
Buckle for Green Rider Level 2 sponsored by Thomas Arena Products
Reserve champions sponsors: Australian Reining Breeders Classic and Thomas Arena Products

Pattern 13Friday
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Class 14 Short Stirrup Pattern AFriday

Buckle for Short Stirrup sponsored by Natasha Lindberg
Reserve champion rug sponsored by the Osler Family

Buckle for Youth 13 Years and Under: Julie and Isobel Hughes     
Reserve champion rug sponsored by the Osler Family
Buckle for Youth 14 to 18 Years: Mental Athletics          
Reserve champion rug sponsored by the Osler Family

Class 15a Youth 13 Years and Under
Class 15b Youth 14 to 18 Years

Pattern 5Friday
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Class 16a Australian Quarter Horse Assn Open Derby L4     
Class 16b Open Derby L3                Class 16c Open Derby L2

Class 16d Non Pro Derby L4
Class 16e Non Pro Derby L3           Class 16f  Non Pro Derby L2

Buckle for Open Derby L4: Australian Quarter Horse Association      Reserve sponsor: Rodney Conolan       
Buckle for Open Derby L3: Black Label Equine              Reserve sponsor: Donnie McLaughlin Performance Horses 
Buckle for Open Derby L2: Ole Mr Valentine           Reserve sponsor: Shaws Performance Horses
Buckle for Non Pro Derby L4: Hygain               Reserve sponsor: Sainsbury Performance Horses
Buckle for Non Pro Derby L3: SD Hydraulic Hose & Fittings  Reserve sponsor: Fancy Stepping Performance Horses
Buckle for Non Pro Derby L2: Ride Tuff Buckles                                     Reserve sponsor: Bingham Training

Pattern 10Friday
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Class 17 Thomas Arena Products Green Rider Shootout
Pattern 5Saturday

Buckle for Limited Open: Affinity Insurance      Reserve champion sponsor: Chris Coman
Buckle for Limited Non Pro: West Coast Reiners  Reserve champion sponsor: Stone River Ranch

Class 18a Limited Open
Class 18b Limited Non Pro  

Pattern 3Saturday

Buckle for Freestyle: Stable Comfort 
Reserve champion sponsor: Reining Australia

Class 19 Freestyle
Saturday
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Buckle for Gold Buckle Non Pro Futurity L3: DCD Quarter Horses
Reserve champion sponsor: Lisa Lawson
Buckle for Gold Buckle Non Pro Futurity L2: MN Horsemanship 
Reserve champion sponsor: Coopers Performance Horses (Graham Cooper)

Class 12d Gold Buckle Non Pro Futurity L4
Class 12e Gold Buckle Non Pro Futurity L3   
Class 12f  Gold Buckle Non Pro Futurity L2

Pattern 10Saturday

Buckle for Gold Buckle Open Futurity L3: Neylon Performance Horses 
Reserve champion sponsor: Sundance Performance Horses (Naomi Lee)
Buckle for Gold Buckle Open Futurity L2: Hartley Western Saddlery  
Reserve champion sponsor: David Norbury

Class 12a Thomas Arena Products 
   Gold Buckle Open Futurity L4
Class 12b Gold Buckle Open Futurity L3  
Class 12c Gold Buckle Open Futurity L2

Buckle for Gold Buckle Open Futurity L4: Thomas Arena Products 
Champion’s ring sponsored by ONYA Quarter Horses 
Reserve champion sponsor: Tamworth Reining Horse Association

Buckle for 2022 Gold Buckle Non Pro Futurity L4: Mick Taylor Reining
Reserve champion sponsor: Foundation Horse Training (Chris Gould)
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2022 - Whiza Lil Cash
Ridden by John Wicks
S: Lil Joe Cash USA
D: Whiz Me Luck
O: 88 Reining Pty Ltd
2021 - The Voodoo That  
You Do*
Ridden by Graham Cooper
S: Shiners Voodoo Dr  USA
D: Starlight Revolution USA
O: Karn Quarter Horses
2020 - No Open Futurity
Covid 19 Lockdown
2019 - NPH Gunner Be A 
Goodnite
Ridden by Warren Backhouse
S: Gunners Special Nite USA
D: Lilmissnoitall
O: David & Jane Manchon
2018 - Hasta Shine
Ridden by Warren Backhouse
S: Shiney And Nu*
D: Hasta La Vista
O: W & C Backhouse
2017 - Gunnerreload
Ridden by Rodney Peachey
S: Colonels Smoking Gun USA
D: Skeets Remedy
O: Peter Bartolo
2016 - Onya Ima Cool Step
Ridden by John Wicks
S: Wimpys Little Step USA
D: Yulgilbar Ineka Chex
O: Ray Gabbert
2015 - Winskey
Ridden by Glenn Browitt
S:  Wimpys Little Step USA
D: Marmacet
O: Glenn Browitt
2014 - Lil Nu It All
Ridden by Warren Backhouse
S: Shiney And Nu*
D: Lilmissnoitall
O: Neylon Performance Horses

2013 - Hustlin For Chicks
Ridden by John Wicks
S: Hustlers First Step*
D: Whizz Chick
O: John Wicks
2012 - Lil Hollywood Jac*
Ridden by Warren Backhouse
S: Hollywood White USA
D: Lil Robyns Mita USA
O: Debbie Keogh
2011 - Whizpy Little Step 
Ridden by Warren Backhouse
S: Wimpys Little Step USA
D: Sweet Whiz Melodie
O: Daralyn Davies
2010 - Onya Wazza 
Ridden by Martin Larcombe
S: Whizzel A Melody*
D: Yulgilbar Ineka Chex
O: Mick & Sonya Taylor
2009 - Shiney And Nu*
Ridden by Warren Backhouse 
S: Shining Spark USA
D: Annies Nu Lena USA
O: Pigeon Waters QH Ranch
2008 - Dr House 
Ridden by Jake Symonds 
S: Ashmay Hank Man
D: Lake Tyrell Lady
O: K LePlastrier & J Symonds
2007 - Poco Blue Moon
Ridden by John Wicks
S: Poco Peppy Doc
D: Crackin Halfmoon
O: B Schleppi & S Wielbinski 
2006 - A Little Pep 
Ridden by Warren Backhouse
S: Playboy Roy*
D: A Little Playful*
O: S & F Jones and J & J Ellison
2005 - Whizz Peppy
Ridden by John Wicks
S: Whizzel A Melody*
D: Winderadeen Im So Fancy
O: Kalnins Quarter Horses

2004 -Yulgilbar Our Senorita
Ridden by Greg Smith
S: Playboy Roy*
D: Yulgilbar Quintet
O: Greg & Sam Smith
2003  - Docs Defender
Ridden by Mick Taylor
S: Docs Spinifex* 
D: Jay Tivio Girl
O: Sandy & Mick Taylor
2002 - Most Likely Olena
Ridden by Ian Francis
S: Proud to be An Okie*
D: Kings Miss Olena
O: Diane Francis
2001 - Jessies Recall
Ridden by John Wicks
S: Jessies Koolibah
D: Miss Poco Sand
O: Bob Wicks
2000 - Doc Peppa Toy 
Co-Champion 
Ridden by Ian Francis
S: Bar Doc Hickory*
D: Clover Tonka Toy
O: John Murdoch
2000 - Hug Me Amber King 
Co-Champion 
Ridden by Ian Francis
S: Hug Me Doc
D: Kings Amber Bar
O: Lexie Bastable
1999 - Mahatma Cote
Ridden by Ian Francis
S: Docs Spinifex*
D: Cass O’Lena
O: Ross & Ann Wieden
1998 - Crick O’Lena 
Ridden by Glenn Wyse
S: Cowra Commander Crickett 
D: Pine O’Ramic
O: Reg Campion 

1997 - Proud Lacy
Ridden by Rodney Peachey
S: Proud to be An Okie*
D: Sisi Deck
O: Con Wilson & Family
1996 - Ayers Roc 
Ridden by Ian Francis
S: Roc O’Lena*
D: Gold Bounce
O: Barbara Kelly
1995 - O’Lenas Little Spin 
Ridden by Martin Larcombe
S: Docs Spinifex*
D: Pine O’Ramic
O: Joan & Grant Conner
1994 - Navatoe Amber Joe 
Ridden by Martin Larcombe
S: Atoe
D: Geona Ann
O: Sue Woodhouse
 1993 - Watch Me Spin
Ridden by Rick Tranter 
S: Docs Spinifex* 
D: Docs Redquin
O: Noel Wormald
 1992 - Amaroo Roc N Return
Ridden by Ian Francis
S: Roc O’Lena*
D: Echo Return
O: Robin Crosby
 1991 - Ex El Belle Star 
Ridden by Martin Larcombe
S: Tondara Cutter Sur 
D: C Bar Sierra Madre
O: Dick Fuchs
1990 - Triandibo Luvalot
Ridden by Dick Fuchs
S: Clover Night Chex
D: Billabowie Follie
O: Marcia Dobson
 1989 - Miss Bucks N Chex
Ridden by Paul Farrell
S: Rare Chex*
D: Camelot Lady War Buck
O: P & S Farrell

PAST OPEN FUTURITY CHAMPIONS
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